Whit & Whim: Quality Goods with a Philanthropic Twist | Living Out | Long Island Life, GLBT Culture

Home

About

Advertise

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Become a Contributor

NATIONAL NEWS

Distribution

OUT ON LI

11/14/13 2:08 PM

Contact

OUT AND ABOUT

OUT FRONT

LIVING HEALTHY

Whit & Whim: Quality Goods with a Philanthropic Twist

LIVING SMART

POV

OUT SPOKEN

Search

Meryl Lumba
Wit & Whim, located in the heart of Port Washington, is a boutique housing fair-trade goods and vintage
items, many of which are one-of-a-kind. While its products are a collection of everything from trinkets to
jewelry to clothing to house goods, the store’s success in the year since its opening has been its
dedication to supporting charities and non-profits in the Long Island area and beyond.
The store’s creator, Laurie Scheinman, a long-time
supporter of the GLBT community and founding copresident of the Long Island Gay PTSA, said that the
idea for creating a Brooklyn-inspired gift shop
stemmed from one, large philanthropic fundraiser
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she once hosted in her home years prior called “Tea
& Flea.” The event was set up like a flea market and
people shopped for goods while learning about and
donating to a non-profit.
“It sort of planted a seed somewhere deep in my
psyche, and I started thinking about how I could
educate the community and let people know about organizations that need support – and how to have
an outlet for my creative zests. This is sort of an art creation with a philanthropic twist,” Scheinman
shares.
That philanthropic twist is what is most remarkable about Wit & Whim. Each month, the store donates
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all of its profits to a different non-profit organization, thus supporting a wide variety of different projects
and initiatives. More importantly, Scheinman believes that what she and her small paid staff of two have
created is a community hub – a place where people can come in and learn about organizations that
need help, in addition to fair trade groups and local artists.
Last year following Hurricane Sandy’s destruction on Long Island, Wit & Whim originally channeled its
profits to the Red Cross but was unhappy with the lack of impact locally. The boutique switched their
cause mid-month to support Fill My Wagon, an initiative of just two women who went from home-tohome purchasing much-needed goods for victims of the storm and hand-delivering those products to
affected families.
“I really want Wit & Whim to be a collaboration between our shop, the community, and the recipients of
the profits. I feel like it’s sort of a nice circle where everybody learns and helps toward a better world,”
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Scheinman says.
For November, Wit & Whim is donating proceeds to Give Me Shelter, a Long Island organization that
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rescues animals and places them with permanent homes. This past May, the store supported Long
Island Gay and Lesbian Youth (LIGALY) in commemoration of the organization’s 20th anniversary.
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While the store’s support of charities and non-profits has been a huge draw for customers, the products
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for sale are equally interesting. The enthusiastic staff shares the stories behind each item as customers
http://livingoutli.org/local/whit-whim-quality-goods-with-a-philanthropic-twist/

Page 1 of 3

Whit & Whim: Quality Goods with a Philanthropic Twist | Living Out | Long Island Life, GLBT Culture

browse, and with a variety of different goods and gifts at all different price points, it seems that every
shopper can find a unique and special gift and support a good cause, too.
Hand-poured candles, duffle bags made from
upcycled firefighter gear, old records turned into
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clocks, fine art prints, ornate cufflinks and jewelry,
lotions and balms – the variety of items, many of
which have such memorable backstories or origins,
make Wit & Whim’s shopping experience a delight.
Even the setup, a collection of bold colors and
stacked vintage boxes and luggage as display
stands, reinforces the eclectic goods.
“People are so used to shopping in malls where
everything sort of looks the same. I really wanted to
test our imagination and present the goods in a unique and special way. The fixtures, the items, the
goods – it has this curated, vintage touch,” Scheinman says.
For folks that cannot get to the shop, Wit & Whim offers a very hands-on, personal concierge service.
Customers can call and still “shop around” as their sales team takes pictures of items they recommend.
Wit & Whim will then ship the items to any destination.
Since its opening, the venture has taught Scheinman much about what it means to manage a small
business but also, more importantly, through Wit & Whim’s support of local groups, what it means to
truly be part of a community: “I learned how things can start with one person – and if one person asks
for help, it becomes two and grows exponentially. I lived my life more in a vacuum, and this has sort of
brought me out in the world in a very different way.”
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